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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office Action is in response to the application filed on 21 May 2001 . 

2. Claims 1-26 are presented for examination. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 

that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Short 
et al. US patent no. 6,636,894 B1. 

5. As to claim 1 , Short, Systems And Methods For Redirecting Users Having 
transparent Computer Access To A Network Using A Gateway Device Having 
Redirection Capability, teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including a 
method for collecting information from a telecommunications network for a portal, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one service level from the portal, the at least one service level 
associated with at least one subscriber (Short, coL 10, lines 20-61; col. 1 1, line 44 - coL 
13, line 22)\ 



determining at least one parameter that corresponds to the at least one service 
level (Short, col. 10, lines 20-61; col. 11, line 44 - col. 13, line 22)\ 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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collecting at least one item of information that relates to the at least one 
subscriber in accordance with the at least one parameter (Short, col. 10, lines 20-61; 
col. 12, line 48 -col. 13, line 22): and 

forwarding the at least one item of information to the portal (Short, location-based 
information and authorization , . . .,can be sent to the portal page as part of this 
redirection process. This enables the portal page to be customized to include 
customized information, such as locale restaurant ads or train schedules, (col. 10, lines 
20-61; coL 12, line 48 -col. 13, line 22)), 

6. As to claim 2, Short teaches, wherein the at least one item of information 
comprises a location indication of a mobile equipment associated with the at least one 
subscriber (Short, coL 9, line 26 - col. 10, line 4; col. 12, line 48 - col. 13, line 22). 

7. As to claim 3, Short teaches, wherein the at least one subscriber comprises the 
plurality of subscribers comprising a group of subscribers related according to the portal 
(Portal for Hotel Providers, or Airports or Restaurants, col. 12, line 19 -col. 13, line 22). 

8. As to claim 4, Short teaches, wherein the at least one service level is received in 
a transaction agreement between the portal and the telecommunications network 
(Short, col. 10, lines 20-39), 

9. As to claim 5, Short teaches, wherein the at least one parameter comprises at 
least one of an accuracy range, a response time, a network node/entity (hotel node or 
airport node), and a polling of vs. proactive triggering by a designated network 
node/entity variable (hotel portal having link for convention or convention services or 
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airport portal having specific retail services available to the users) (Short, coL 1 1, line 6 
- col. 12, line 47). 

1 0. As to claim 6, Short teaches, wherein said step of collecting at least one itenn of 
information that relates to the at least one subscriber in accordance with the at least one 
parameter comprises the steps of: polling a network node/entity for the at least one item 
of information; and receiving, responsive to said step of polling, the at least one item of 
information from the network node/entity (Short, hotel portal having link for convention 
or convention services or airport portal having specific retail services available to the 
users (col. 1 1, line 6 - coi 12, line 47)). 

11. As to claim 7, Short teaches, wherein the network node/entity comprises a home 
location register or a mobile positioning center (Short, hotel node or airport node; col. 9, 
line 52- col. 10, line 61; col. 11, line 6 -col. 12, line 47), 

12. As to claim 8, Short teaches, wherein said step of collecting at least one item of 
information that relates to the at least one subscriber in accordance with the at least one 
parameter comprises the steps of: 

instructing a network node/entity to proactively trigger transmission of the at least 
one item of information (Short, col. 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; coi 11, line 6 -col. 12, 
line 47; coi 12, line 48 -coi 13, line 22)\ and 

receiving, responsive to said step of instructing, the at least one item of 
information from the network node/entity (Short, coi 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; col. 1 1, 
line 6 -coi 12, line 47; coi 12, line 48 -coi 13, line 22), 
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1 3. As to claim 9, Short teaches, wherein the network node/entity comprises at least 
one of a mobile equipment, a subscriber identity module (SIM), and a SIM application 
(Short, PDA or portable computer user; col. 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; coL 11, line 6- 
col. 12, line 47), 

14. As to claim 10, Short teaches, wherein the portal comprises at least one of an 
Internet portal, an information service provider, a data server, and a world wide web 
(WWW) site (Short, col. 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; col. 11, line 6 -col. 12, line 47), 

15. As to claim 1 1 , Short teaches, wherein said step of determining at least one 
parameter that corresponds to the at least one service level comprises the step of 
mapping the at least one service level in a data structure to an entry comprising a 
plurality of parameters, the plurality of parameters including the at least one parameter 
(Short, col. 9, line 52- coi 10, line 61; coi 11, line 6 -col. 12, line 47). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 12-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Short as applied to claims 1-1 1 above, and further in view of Bhatia U.S. patent no. 
5,930,699. 

18. As to claim 12, Short teaches substantially a method for collecting information 
from a telecommunications network for a portal, comprising the steps of: 
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receiving from the portal a service level corresponding to desired location 
infornnation, the service level associated with at least one subscriber (Short, coL 9, line 
52- col. 10, line 61; col. 11, line 6-coL 12, line 47; col. 12, line 48 -col. 13, line 22)\ 
However, Short does not explicitly disclose comparing the received service level to a 
plurality of stored service levels, the plurality of stored service levels including a first 
service level and a second service level; if the received service level matches the first 
service level, then requesting the desired location information via a first scheme; 
if the received service level matches the second service level, then requesting the 
desired location information via a second scheme. Thus, the artisan would have been 
motivated to look into the related networking arts for potential methods and apparatus 
for implementing the comparing and matching the location information services 
provided. 

In the same field of endeavor, Bahtia, related Addressing retrieving System, discloses in 
Fig. 2 that the cell group identity (CGI) 75 and/or location area (LA) 80 information for 
the mobile station Wis compared at the step 105 to the CGI and LA information for the 
selected business classification category 70 having either the same or substantially the 
same CGI and/or LA as the requesting mobile station 10 (Bahtia, Fig. 2, col. 2, line 1 - 
col. 3, line 40). Short also suggests that location-based information and authorization 
, . , .,can be sent to the portal page as part of this redirection process. This enables the 
portal page to be customized to include customized information, such as locale 
restaurant ads or train schedules. (Short, col. 10, lines 20-61; col. 12, line 48 - col. 13, 
line 22), Short also suggests that the information provided in the portal page may 
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prompt the user to adjust any number of specific parameters, sucli as billing scheme, 
the routing, the level of service and/or other user-related parameters (Short, col. 10, 
lines 20-39). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Bhatia's teachings of comparing 
and selecting location information for mobile station (Bahtia, Abstract, Fig, 2; p coL 2, 
line 1 - coL 3, line 40) with the teachings of Short, for the purpose of providing the 
ability to request and to retrieve the address information for particular type of 
information where the mobile user is stationed (Bhatia, col. 1, lines 30-52). Short also 
suggests that enabling the portal page to be customized to include customized 
information, such as locale restaurant ads or train schedules (Short, col. 12, line 48 - 
coL 13, line 22). 

Short-Bhatia discloses, receiving the desired location information via at least one 
of the first scheme and the second scheme (Short, col. 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; col. 
1 1, line 6 - coi 12, line 47; Bahtia, Fig. 2, item 1 15; col. 2, line 1 - col. 3, line 40)\ and 

Short-Bhatia discloses fonA^arding the received desired location information to the 
portal (Short, col. 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; col. 11, line 6 -col. 12, line 47; Bahtia, Fig. 
2, item 115; col. 2, line 1 - col. 3, line 40). 

1 9. Claim 1 3 is similar limitation of claim 1 0; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 10. 

20. Claim 14 is similar limitation of claim 4; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 4. 
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21 . As to claim 1 5, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first service level includes a 
first accuracy range and the second service level includes a second accuracy range, the 
first accuracy range differing from the second accuracy range (Short, coL 9, line 52- coL 
10, line 61; col. 1 7, line 6 - col. 12, line 47; Bhatia, the first range in the first level of 
MSCA/LR 30 is differing from the second range in the second level of MS, Fig. 1 j. 

22. As to claim 16, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first service level includes a 
first response time and the second service level includes a second response time, the 
first response time differing from the second response time (Short, coL 9, line 52 - col. 
10, line 61; col. 1 1, line 6-coi 12, line 47; Bhatia, the first range in the first level of 
MSCA/LR 30 is differing from the second range in the second level of MS, Fig. 1). 

23. As to claim 17, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first service level includes a 
first network node/entity (Bahtia, Fig. 1, items 30, 40) and the second service level 
includes a second network node/entity, the first network node/entity differing from the 
second network node/entity (Bahtia, Fig. 1, item MS) (Short, col. 9, line 52 - col. 10, line 
61; col. 1 1, line 6 - col. 12, line 47; Bhatia, the first range in the first level of MSCA/LR 
30 is differing from the second range in the second level of MS, Fig. 1). 

24. As to claim 18, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first network node/entity 
comprises a mobile positioning center (Bahtia, Fig. 1, items 30, 40) and the second 
network node/entity comprises a mobile equipment (Bahtia, Fig. 1, item MS). 

25. As to claim 19, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first network node/entity 
comprises a home location register node (Bahtia, Fig. 1, item 40) and the second 
network node/entity comprises a mobile equipment (Bahtia, Fig. 1, item MS) 
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26. As to claim 20, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first service level includes a 
first mobile equipment transmission medium and the second service level includes a 
second mobile equipment transmission medium (Short, col. 9, line 52- col. 10, line 61; 
col. 11, line6-coL 12, line 47; Bahtia, col. 2, line 1 - coL 3, line 40), 

27. As to claim 21 , Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first mobile equipment 
transmission medium comprises a short message service (SMS) format and the second 
mobile equipment transmission medium comprises an unstructured supplementary 
service data (USSD) format (Short, coi 9, line 52 - col. 10, line 61; col. 11, line 6 - col. 
12, line 47; Bahtia, col. 2, line 1 - coA 3, line 40). 

28. As to claim 22, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the first scheme comprises 
polling a network node/entity for the desired location information, and the second 
scheme comprises at least one of (i) retrieving a previously-received-from-a- mobile- 
equipment desired location information and (ii) pushing an application module to a 
mobile equipment and awaiting the desired location information to be received from the 
mobile equipment (Short, col. 9, line 52 - col. 10, line 67; col. 11, line 6 - col. 12, line 47; 
col. 12, line 48-001. 12, line 22; Bahtia, col. 2, line 1 - col. 3, line 40). 

29. As to claim 23, Short-Bhatia discloses an arrangement for facilitating the 
collecting of target information from a telecommunications network for a portal, 
comprising: 

a first logic module, said first logic module capable of communicating with the portal to 
receive at least one service level, the at least one service level associated with at least 
one subscriber (Short, col. 9, line 52 - coL 10, line 67; col. 11, line 6-coL 12, line 47)\ 




Application/Control Number: 09/862,543 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2142 

a second logic module, said second logic module capable of communicating with the 
telecommunications network to receive target information therefrom (Short, col. 9, line 
52 - col, 10, line 67; col. 1 1, line 6 - col. 12, line 47; Bahtia, Abstract, coL 2, line 1 - coL 
3, line 40): 

a data structure, said data structure including a plurality of entries, each entry of the 
plurality of entries including a service level and at least one parameter (Short, col, 9, line 
52 - col. 10, line 67; col, 1 1, line 6 - col, 12, line 47; Bahtia, Abstract, col. 2, line 1 - col. 
3, line 40); and 

a third logic module, said third logic module capable of comparing the at least one 
service level with each entry of the plurality of entries of said data structure to determine 
a corresponding entry (Short, col, 9, line 52 - col. 10, line 67; col. 11, line 6 -col, 12, 
line 47; Bahtia, Abstract, col, 2, line 1 - coA 3, line 40), 

30. As to claim 24, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the arrangement comprises a 
business-to-business (B2B) engine (Short, coL 9, line 52 - col. 10, line 67; col. 11, line 6 
- col. 12, line 47; col, 12, line 48 - col. 13, line 34), 

31 . As to claim 25, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein at least two of the first logic 
module, the second logic module, and the third logic module comprise a single larger 
consolidated logic module (Short, col. 9, line 52 - col. 10, line 67; col. 11, line 6 -col. 
12, line 47; col. 12, line 48 -col, 13, line 34), 

32. As to claim 26, Short-Bhatia discloses, wherein the at least one parameter 
comprises a network node/entity, and wherein at least one of said second logic module 
and said third logic module is configured to orchestrate a communication regime with 
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the network node/entity to thereby receive the target information therefrom (Short, col. 
9, line 52- col. 10, line 67; col. 11, line6-coL 12, line 47; col. 12, line 48 -col. 13, line 



33. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

34. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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